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Second highest number of UK 18-year-old applicants on record.

Total applicants (-1.6%)

3

UK

(-1.6%)

18 year olds

(+0.6%)

International

(-1.9%)

Mature

(-7.8%)



Scotland sees an increase in applicants, but still below pre-pandemic levels. 4

438,110 English applicants
(-1.9%)

45,040 Scottish applicants
(+2.1%)

20,960 Welsh applicants
(-1.7%)

17,190 Northern Irish
applicants (-2.5%)



Scotland sees an increase in applicants, but still below pre-pandemic levels. 4

42.7% of English 18-year-olds

applied (-0.3 ppts)

33.9% of Scottish 18-year-

olds applied (0.0 ppts)

33.8% of Welsh 18-year-olds

applied (-0.4 ppts)

50.1% of N. Irish 18-year-olds

applied (-1.0 ppts)



Scotland sees an increase in applicants, but still below pre-pandemic levels. 4

25.4% of TUNDRA Q1 18-year-
olds applied (-0.4 ppts)

20.7% of SIMD Q1 18-year-
olds applied (+0.8 ppts)

20.7% of WIMD Q1 18-year-
olds applied (-1.3 ppts)

33.3% of NIMDM Q1 18-year-
olds applied (-0.6 ppts)



Scotland sees an increase in applicants, but still below pre-pandemic levels. 4

595,790 applicants to English 
providers (-2.1%)

127,640 applicants to 
Scottish providers (-2.1%)

81,800 applicants to Welsh 
providers (+1.1%)

26,570 applicants to N. Ireland 
providers (+0.6%)



London

(+1.0 PP)

North East

(-1.1 PP)
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POLAR4
Application rate gap

2.12 in 2023

TUNDRA
Application rate gap (England)

2.35 in 2023

NIMDM
Application rate gap

1.93 in 2023

< >

WIMD
Application rate gap

2.38 in 2023

< > < >

< >

< >

18-year-old
FSM applicants 
(self-declared)

> <

SIMD
Application rate gap

2.55 in 2023

><
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Kong
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China
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Saudi 
Arabia

China

Kuwait

Canada

International
applicants

Turkey

Driven by -2.5k 
Nigerian applicants



Top 5 and bottom 5 percentage changes in applications by CAH1 subject grouping.

-6.8% -5%

-4.1%

+3.7% +5%

+8.7%-6.3%

-3.5% +5%

+6.5%

14



Total applicants (-5.5%)
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UK

(-5.9%)

18 year olds

(-2.5%)

International

(-0.8%)

Mature

(-7.7%)

IMD Q1

(-4.9%)

IMD Q5

(-11.0%)
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Provider tariff applications and offer rate and percentage change since 2023.

(-3.6%) (+0.2%) (+0.4%)

(+3.4pp) (+3.0pp) (+3.7pp)
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14

accepted
preferred offer

confident
in grades

confident in firm/
insurance, no 
clearing needed

see Clearing as
a good alternative 
for higher grades

think Clearing
is only for less 
prestigious uni’s

expect plenty of
choices in Clearing

expecting to
use Clearing

will use Clearing
if grades unmet

seriously 
considering
staying at home

wanted to visit
university or 
college

wanted info
on social life

need more info
on Clearing

May offer holder survey results, 1339 respondents, 
UK, 17/18 year olds.



Applicants holding a
firm choice at 30 June

Applicants already eligible
for Clearing at 30 June

Historically, if firm offer holders increase, those who miss their offer on results day decrease
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Additional data looking into offer rates by provider tariff group and applicants with offers



Provider tariff offer rate and percentage change since 2023.

(+2.6pp) (+2.8pp) (+2.8pp)

(+2.7pp) (+2.5pp) (+2.4pp)

(+1.9pp) (+3.1pp) (+3.5pp)

(+2.0pp) (+2.6pp) (+3.6pp)

(+1.8pp) (+2.6pp) (+4.2pp)



Provider tariff offer rate and percentage change since 2023.

(+3.0pp) (+2.7pp) (+4.1pp)

(+4.5pp) (+2.4pp) (+4.6pp)



Percentage with at least one offer and percentage change since 2023.

(+2.8pp) (+6.1pp) (+2.1pp) (+12.0pp)

(+0.6pp) (+1.2pp) (+1.6pp) (+0.5pp)

(+0.9pp) (+2.7pp) (+2.0pp) (+0.5pp)

(+1.3pp) (+3.7pp) (+0.8pp) (+2.4pp)

(+3.3pp) (+4.3pp) (+3.1pp) (-0.7pp)
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